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i. “Hydrocolonialism” 
Isabel Hofmeyr & Sizwe Mpofu-Walsh

ii. Southern Oceanity: How a Penguin looks at  the world
Charne Lavery

iii. Oceanic Humanities: Below the Waterline 
Confidence Joseph, Ryan Poinasamy, Meghan Judge &
Mapule Mohulatsi

*In this batch of transcripts we get a snapshot of research from the Oceanic Humanities for the Global South
project at WiSER.
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Isabel Hofmeyr 
 Hydrocolonialism: Coast,

Custom House and Dock-side reading.

Sizwe Mpofu-Walsh
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 in Sustaining Seas: Oceanic Space and the Politics of Care
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Swimmer among the Stars.
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In the upper regions of a Medieval European map, one of those beautiful
Italian planispheres drawn from Arab traditions of cosmography with the
South at the top and North at the bottom, lies an enormous Indian
caravelle. You could miss the detail and think it is only another European
ship, another plucky footsoldier in the white man’s conquest of the sea.
The inscription tells another story.

The ship is an Indian junk built with four masts, housing sixty cabins worth
of merchants. Though large it was so ingeniously designed that it needed
only one tiller. Its navigators didn’t require compasses because they had in
their ranks a full time astrologer who would steady himself on the deck
with his astrolabe and shout out directions from the stars. 

This Indian vessel in 1420 sailed to the Southern tip of Africa, called Diab by
the monkish cartographer. From there they journeyed two thousand miles
West, finding only water and wind, not even ice or penguins or the dribble
of little islands of the South Atlantic. The Indians decided to turn back; the
astrologer had lost his bearings. In this way Indians missed the best chance
they had to discover Indians. 

 The Black Atlantic

offshore
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Journal of the Association of Therolinguistics

The extreme difficulty of reading Penguin has been very much lessened by
the use of the underwater motion picture camera. … by constant repetition
and patient study, many elements of this most elegant and lively literature
may be grasped. 
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Confidence Joseph 

Mapule Mohulatsi

Ryan Poinasamy

Meghan Judge





F A C I N G  A  Y E A R  O F  C A N C E L L E D  W O R K S H O P S
A N D  S E M I N A R S ,  T H E  W I T S  I N S T I T U T E  F O R
S O C I A L  A N D  E C O N O M I C  R E S E A R C H  ( W I S E R )
T U R N E D  T O  P O D C A S T I N G . T H E  M A G I C  O F  T H I S
P O D C A S T  I S  H O W  I T  F A C I L I T A T E S  T H E
S H A R I N G  O F  A C A D E M I C  K N O W L E D G E  B E Y O N D
T H E  B O U N D A R I E S  O F  T H E  I V O R Y  T O W E R .  I T S
F O R M A T  I S  S I M P L E  W I T H  O N L Y  O N E  O R  T W O
G U E S T S  P E R  E P I S O D E  K E E P I N G  E A C H  S H O R T
A N D  F O C U S E D .  T H I S  A L L O W S  F O R  D E N S E
A C A D E M I C  T O P I C S  T O  R E M A I N  D I G E S T I B L E .
W IT H  S O M E  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A ’ S  F I N E S T
M I N D S  T A L K I N G  O N  T O P I C S  R A N G I N G  F R O M
H Y D R O C O L O N I A L I S M  T O  M E L A N C H O L Y ,
Y O U ’ R E  A B L E  T O  D I P  I N  A N D  O U T  O F  D I G I T A L
L E C T U R E  H A L L S  A T  Y O U R  O W N  P A C E .  

D A I L Y  M A V E R I C K


